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Azerbaijan Connections & Exchange

Project-Based Learning projects. [(

. Several events punctuated the participantg’
Plans Reinforced by experiences. U.S. teachers visited the Zagulpa

EXChange to Azerbaljan Internally Displaced Persons camp north df
Ten U.S. and Azerbaijani teachers developdsbku, listening to first-hand accounts of the res . _

par.tnered online project-based Iear_r_1ing_ plargents’ 14-year old flight fromthgir_homes. The Eg’iﬁgtr‘ci%sggEggﬁ%‘g&?”s

during an 18-day exchange to Azerbaijan in Julieachers also met with Dr. Misir Mardanov Azerbaijan

The school partner exchange is a component&terbaijan’s Minister of Education with whom

the Azerbaijan Connections and Exchange pr&H has worked closely for years promotin

gram implemented by Project Harmony anéhternet usage and democracy education |n

funded by the U.S. State Department’'s Bureaniddle and secondary schools.

of Educational and Cultural Affairs. International online project-based learnin Q:C()Iritﬁgr_pee;gﬂgtrasl,:’g)f\ﬁséto be

opportunities are widely regarded as succeds- Teachers, By the Teachers”

ful when the participants have a firm contextudl

understanding of one another’s country a _ _

home. With this in mind, the participants com égr%i?\[:g %uunsgg'ﬁtﬁglfégg]n%nr;i "

pleted the second phase of their reciprocal ek-  Education in Azerbaijan

change begun in March 2005 when th

Azerbaijani educators traveled to the U.S. for gn

18-day exchange.

Teachers Christa Bruce (Ketchikan, AK) an ] o }
Vugar Nabiyev (Baku, Azerbaijan) co-con éﬁ%h?—(rcuhrﬁgge FRIE N )
structed an eight-week project examining patri
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The sun shines on Azerbaijani and American
teachers in Baku tism and compulsory military service. Ms. Brucq, Hand Grant

Teachers spent the first week in Baku gairan Alaska State Mentor Teacher values expds
ing afirst-hand perspective of Azerbaijan’s edung Alaskan students to Muslim Azeri culture
cational challenges and opportunitiesand hopes to engage the students in a discts- Contact Information

Azeri Teacher Wins Disney
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Throughout the second week, Azerbaijani cousion questioning whether or not fighting for
terpart teachers opened their homes for an usre’s country is the strongest support one might
forgettable homestay experience in which U.%ffer.

participants were able to contrast rural and ur- Teachers Jan Caldwell (Colfax, CA) and
ban living arrangements generating valuabRuhangiz Mammadova (Baku, Azerbaijan) an-
insight into local realities. Azerbaijani and U.Sticipate a very timely discussion on free and fair
teachers traveled to the ancient city of Shekiections. Given Azerbaijan’s upcoming parlia-
and the mountain village of Kish for the Experimentary elections in November, MS.  ,;crEAIIAN CONNECTIONS AND EXCHANGE IS A
ence Sharing and Next Steps (ESNS) conferengiammadova hopes to model a free election of &ROGRAM OF THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU
where they explored cultural values, broke bresgtudent Action Committee within her class. From E@iﬁ:ﬂgﬂ:&f ES s:gzsim';:\fijD
together, and brainstormed upcoming onlinghis experience, students will discuss the respon-
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sibilities and privileges inherent to politically free

ACE Conference Proves to
be “For the Teachers, Of
the Teachers, By the
Teachers”

Seventy-two teachers from across Azerbaija
shared their classroom ICT accomplishments :
the Azerbaijan Virtual Schoolhouse Conferenc
held June 29-30. Hosted in collaboration witt
Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Education / World Bank
Education Reform Program, participants demor

tional Women's Day and Human Rights Dayg,trated their successes through PowerPaint pr

On behalf of the U.S. State DepartmentThese events will involve the students in Coms:entatic?ns and d|3(.:u55|ons of.lnnO\./atlve st
Project Harmony is proud to continue its supmunity-based service learning events while ug_ent—orlented teaching models in project-base
port to Azerbaijani schools through theéng the Internet to join online discussions. class§s. ) ) )
Azerbaijan Connections and Exchange Program - Youth Leadership and Civic ActienThis Avirtual presentation by Mr. M|chael_ Bailey,
(ACE) until 2007. ACE will provide 72 schoolsthree part program will consist of: a Youth Lead® geography teacher from Belfast, Maine, derr
with opportunities for online educationalership Conference, a Technology Ambassado?EStrated the success of his classroom's onlir

projects, international school partnerships, teckExchange and Youth Civic Innovation Grants'.mem‘"‘t'On"’II partnership. Mr. Bailey, who par-

nical assistance, as well as information and corRroject Harmony will recruit and select twenty:“f:Ipatecj from his SCh_09_| "? the US., e_Xh'b'ted_
munication technologies (ICT) training for newfive students from the ACE network who demh's Global .Classroom '”'t'at'Ye' t?onne.ctlngA.\zerl
teachers to the program. onstrate leadership and solid ICT knowledge!;‘.m_j A_mer_|can stuc_ients via video interviews

Highlights of the upcoming program includeThese students will be invited to participate iHVh”e f'?"?"”g qF‘eS“O”S gver the Internet. Con.
- The Civics and American Studies Workthe Youth Leadership Conference, where theyctedjo!ntlywnh world literature teac.her, Greg
shop- a four-day workshop for ten outstandingvill be provided with training, round-table dis- pplestein, the GIOb"_’II Classroom g|yes Azer
ACE teachers providing participants with traineussions and small group workshops. The sen%t_udents.an (_)pportcun_lty to study in Bailey’s an
ing and administrative strategies for ACE's civaar participants will create and maintain th@pplestgm’s |r?terd|sc!pllnary World Geography
ics curriculum. Educators will also be trained ilzerbaijan Youth Leaders Network website. ThgIaSS W't_h .theermerlcan countferparts.. i
interactive learning practices applied to comparaine most distinguished participants will par- Mr. M'?'r Mardanov, Azerbauan's Mlnlster_
tive cultural and political studies. Upon comticipate in a two-week TechnologyAmbassador%f_ Education, gnd Ms. Elizabeth Murphy, Public
pleting the seminar, Azeri teachers will work witfexchange program in Vermont and Washingtol;ﬁ)'pk)ma.Cy Oﬁlcgr of the U.S. Embassy in Baku
their counterparts in an online project, contribBC. During the 06-07 academic year the Youtﬁrm:)h""S'zed _thelr support for the ACI_E _Prograr
uting their own resources and lesson plans faeadership Conference participants will be elil-)y encouraging the conference participants t
the Civics and American Studies website angible to take part in the Youth Civic Innovatio
CD-ROM to be published and distributed to ACEsrants program that will provide up to $250 pe
schools. project.

- The John C. Ford Global Education Tele- If you are interested in participating in thes
Community Initiative (GEI) Project Harmony projects or any others, please contact Ma
will partner with GEI to engage ten ACE schooltydon at mark@projectharmony.org or Babig®
in the GEl-administered science and technologgasimov at baba@projectharmony.az. Also - ¥
projects in the 2005-2006 academic year. keep abreast of all upcoming ACE activitieg

- International Holidays, Events and Cel-please refer to the ACE websitd

ebrations- Project Harmony will facilitate spe- (http://www.ace.ayor the Azerbaijan Education

societies.

Additional projects will examine the roles of
national identity in the two countries, mathemat
cal concepts as studied through globalizatio
and cultural understanding. All participating
teachers returned to their homes and classroo
very excited to begin the online collaboration.

ACE Provides More
Opportunities for Its PH staff member Baba Qasimov instructs
Communities students on ICT

. Lo - Ms. Afet Ibrahimova, Education Coordinator, Ms.
cial events and activities for International Eduwebportal http://edu.ace-az.ofg EI/S'zab:th Murphy, Public Diplomacy Officer. and

cation Week, Global Youth Service Day, Interna- Kerry Cosby, PH Country Director



http://www.ace.az
http://edu.ace-az.org

ternational partnerships. Mr. McGee focused ¢
online publications provided by the United
States Department of State Office of Englis
Language Programs for use in English class
used to support interdisciplinary education in
tiatives.

Highlights of the conference included Rahil
Bucaliyev’'s presentation on the use o
PowerPoint to bring Web Resources into t
classroom and Afet Suleymanova’s insightf
use of multimedia activities and youth commustudents Present their Business Plans during the
nity involvement for literature and civics classegVACE Student Companies Program as their

Sevil A h dh i mentor Bahar Salimova from UNOCAL Khazar Ltd.
" evil Amrahova presented her online resour

explore the opportunities at the Internet Com- ed iointl _tF;] Abdulali Oasi o (1&”(5 on
created jointly wi ulali Qasimov, a student , . - . .
puter Centers (ICCs). Ms. Murphy stressed the Jointly _Q which the participants will examine market re-
. - : from Baku School #189, using flash software to . .
importance of establishing educational partner- Search, business startup, investment opport

ACE Conference Participants fill out surveys
about using ICT in education

. . . demonstrate the density of matter. Ms... .
ships between the schools in the United Stat%sI d her it yt tudents | nities and advertising.
R . . uleymanova and her literature students inves- . :
and Azerbaijan. “Using the Internet in the class- y _ . O Students from both countries will conduct
R tigated human rights by studying Azeri litera- . .
room,” Ms. Murphy noted, “is a great way to . i . marketing research on particular products, ar
. . ere and researching international legislationon . . . . .
link students and teachers to the outside world, , i ) swering three major questions in economics
. . . the Internet. This project resulted in a student- )
to bring them into the global community and to _ what -, how much -, and for whom to produce’
. . ._produced documentary video. Ms. Amrahovg . . . .
strengthen ties between Azeri and American articipants will then examine advertisements fc

" . and her students worked together to offer. . .
educators." In his speech, Mr. Mardanov aIsR baiiani hiah school student ¢ similar products in newspapers and on th
focused on ICC sustainability and the role that>erauant high schoot students a way to U nternet, allowing students to gain insight intc

o . . erstand the density of matter by virtually ma- . S
teachers have in involving communities ang y y Y M3 dvertisement tendencies in the global marke

. ipulating it with the assistance of Internet tech- . . : :
parents in the ICCs to ensure the ACE programnsp 9 hl'he business startup section will provide the

continuation well into the future. nology.

students with knowledge of how to obtain fund:

. . Conference materials including abstracts ar}d . . .
Keynote speakers included Ramin Point i iiabl ¢ or starting a business and how to earn a profi
Mahmudzade, the Chair of the Ministry ofPOWer oint presentations are available on rI]—%rthering market understanding, students wi

Education’s Council on Computer Sciences, Bilal
Huseynov, Head of the Ministry of Education’s( hito-//ed N
Information Systems for Education Management p.iflecu.ace-az.09
Department and Eddie McGee, U.S. Stat .

Department’s English Language Fellow. Theﬁ\CE and Junior

three speakers addressed the audience on si¥chievement Continue
jects ranging from intellectual Olympiads to Stat&Support for Economic

Department funded online resources. 'V”Education in Azerbaijan
Mahmudzade illustrated how teachers could

Azerbaijan Connections and Exchange

Program’s  Education Web

research online investment opportunities in th
stock market in Azerbaijan and the U.S. Eacl
student will choose a stock, invest in it, anc
follow its trends throughout the quarter.

As a final project the students will create ar
online resource to demonstrate the econom
opportunities, challenges and situations bot
in the US and Azerbaijan. All discussions anc
resource creation will be facilitated by JA

participate in international intellectual competi-  Project Harmony will continue its support ofAzerbaijan and Project Harmony staff members

tions in conjunction with the Council on Com-Junior Achievement’s (JA) Economics curricu-
puter Sciences. Mr. Huseynov outlined thkim by conducting a series of activities for pro-
Azerbaijan Government’s computerization program participants in the U.S. and Azerbaijan. JA
gram and how it will benefit the education sysand ACE will initiate and facilitate online forums
tem of Azerbaijan, giving a wider network offor thirty to eighty students throughout the ACE
schools the chance to utilize ICT, gain access&md JA school network. One forum will be held
the world of electronic resources and build ieach quarter during the school year, during
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ACE Offers Summer Azeri Exchange
Training on Advanced Participants in Burdur,
Programming Turkey

Every year Project Harmony offers ACE teach- From May 16-26, eight students and fo

ers online summer training on using the Intem%achers traveled to Burdur, Turkey as a part

and computer technologies in education. Thgn exchange program conducted between Baku

ye:;r mlne;fa:herj Zgi thrLee sl,(tudentss f:)ml zagghool #245 and Bahchelievler School in Burduchange will show our colleagues how the
Schools #164 an 5, Lenkaran Schoo he trip was the result of an eight-month onlinenternet and computers can be used to achie!

Ismayilli School #1 and Ismayilli Village SChOOIpartnership supported by the Azerbaijan Cosome very challenging goals,” noted Ms.

benefited from the two-week-long training %hections and Exchange Program (ACE) fundedaghiyeva upon her return home. The partne

advanced MS PowerPoint, MS Visual Basic angy the participating schools. ship between the two schools will continue

Delphi programming language. The participants Initiated in September 2004, the collaboratioonline in a forumifttp://www.turk-azeri.net.tg

s_uccessfully p_assed the off!lne training on b‘Eg-rew from discussions on culture and traditionshere the students will share their experience
sic PowerPoint and applied for advance

nto a long-term partnership through the onlinand plan for possible reciprocal exchange.

PowerPomt tra_lmng |r_1 _s_umrr;}er. Dur;]ng bOtr}orum created by the Turkish students. In order Baku School #245 is one of ten ACE school:
onling anld offline aCt'V_'t'esl the _teac ers angg enrich the experience and strengthen the relaoved to the management of the Azerbaija
students learned MS Visual Basic macros al%lonships between the partnering studentsjinistry of Education in January 2005. This

Delphi for creating test system apphcat'onst'eachers decided to run the ten-day physicakchange is only one example of the great stride

The training helped us to introduce anOth(_aéxchange that took the Azeri participants to Tuizerbaijani schools have made in establishin

great Y\I'ay|0f usulg c%mphutsrftechr?oflogles IQey. During their stay in Burdur, the Azeri delthe long-term sustainability of the Internet Com:
OL_” daily classes,” sai S_ u ufa Najafova, Enégates met with the town mayor, the chief of theuter Centers.
glish teacher from Ismayilli School #1. “From

city council and the head of the local educatic

now-on tﬁSts are ngt .gomg to be boring fqr _méfepartment, who provided the teachers and s
students!” The participants are now pracUcmgems with information about the legislative an

the creation of an electronic book with tests that
they will use as a distance education tool.

educational systems in Turkey. “Our goal is t
build and strengthen friendship between o
children,” said Dilshad Naghiyeva, biolog
teacher from School #245 during the meeting wi
the Mayor.
Exchange participants demonstrated theAZGI‘i Teacher Wins Disney
support for the_polltlcal Turkish youth m0\_/e-lj_|ar]d Grant
ment by attending a Sports and Youth holida
celebration on May 19. “That was a fabulous ACE is proud to work with a participant
celebration,” said Rustam Qasimzadeh, one afmongst the list of Disney Hand grant winners
the exchange students. “I am very proud that | Ms. Aytekin Aliyeva, an English teacher from
was able to raise the Azerbaijani flag during théne Southern seaside city of Lenkaran, and M
event.” The next day teachers fronEmilyKistler,a Peace Corps Volunteer, collabo
Bahchelievler School took their counterparts trated to create a project supporting an Arts Ed
Ankara, where they visited Mustafa Kematation community fundraiser. The project in-
The training materials are available on th@arrk’s grave. The exchange program endadlves students in grades 2-8 from Lenkara
ACE Education Web-Portal's online forum,ii, the participants’ reunion in the historicalSchool #5 and the Lankaran orphanage creati
(http://edu.ace-az.ojg part of Antalya, a major European tourism destpaintings and other art work. These painting
nation. will be framed and displayed in a silent auctior
“The fact that we actually arranged this ex-for local school directors along with regional

ACE Education Coordinator
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Ms. Aliyeva studies a globe

and national officials. Students, teachers, ar
volunteers from the community will participate
in the event to raise awareness of local you
creativity and the importance of the arts in th
community. One hundred percent of thi
auction's proceeds will fund the creation of al
centers and supply purchases for both institi
tions. This project will impact an estimated 1,50
students, teachers, and community members

Ms. Aliyeva is also a recipient of the presti-
gious Azerbaijan Teaching Excellence Award.
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